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ANNUAL REPORT OF CREDENTIALS AWARDED

Every year colleges and universities submit a Graduated Student File to the Arkansas
Higher Education Information System (AHEIS). This file contains a record for every
credit certificate and degree awarded to students by the institution between July 15t and
June 30" of each year. This year’s annual report includes academic year 2025
credentials awarded between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025.

For the second year in a row, Arkansas institutions reported solid gains in both
credentials awarded and the number of students receiving those credentials. In
academic year 2025, Arkansas higher education institutions reported 56,708 credentials
awarded to 45,307 students. This was a 5.7% increase in the number of credentials and
5.3% increase in the number of unduplicated students receiving those credentials. This
is the second year in a row statewide numbers reflected gains. Prior to 2024, the
number of students receiving credentials remained consistent for the previous five years
running just above 40,000. Comparing 2025 to 2016, the number of credentials
awarded has increased more than 13,000 and the number of students receiving those
credentials has increased more than 7,900.

The increase in total credentials is due to a rise in awards for several degree levels at
both public 2-year and 4-year institutions. 2024 and 2025 increases are also due in part
to the addition of UA Grantham credentials.
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Chart 19-1: Statewide Trends
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Statewide undergraduate certificate trends have shown notable increases in Certificates
of Proficiency for the past four years while Technical Certificate awards remain
consistent. Chart 19-2 includes statewide totals for the past ten years.
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Chart 19-2: Statewide Undergraduate Certificate Trends
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= The number of Certificates of Proficiency awarded across the state continued its
upward trend, increasing over 22% in one year. This does include CPs of less
than 9 credit hours (Basic Certificates).

= Healthcare leads the way with the highest number of CP awards, followed by
production trades/mechanics, business administration and management and
general education.

= Technical Certificate awards in 2025 increased 2.8% compared to 2024,
although TC awards have remained consistently above 6,000 for the past seven
years, they have not shown the same rapid growth the Certificates of Proficiency
have had in the past four academic years.

= Healthcare also leads the way with the highest number of TC awards, followed
by general education, production trades/mechanics, and culinary and personal
services, education and engineering-related technologies.

= Undergraduate Certificates awarded statewide represent 33% of total credentials
awarded each academic year.
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Chart 19-3 below includes other certificate awards for the past ten years.

Advanced Certificate programs offered by Arkansas Tech University and the
University of Arkansas at Monticello include programs of study in
electromechanical technology, healthcare, and business administration and
management.

Required credit hours for an advanced certificate range from 21 — 45 hours.

Ten 4-year institutions offer Post-Bacc Certificates in many program areas,
including engineering/industrial management, business administration and
management, information technology, and education/teaching of students with
speech or language impairments or English as a second language.

Required credit hours for a post-baccalaureate certificate range between 12 — 43
credit hours.

Advanced Certificates and Post-Bacc Certificates comprise only 2% of total
credentials awarded each year.
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Chart 19-3: Statewide Certificate Trends
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Chart 19-4 provides ten-year trends for Arkansas Associate and Bachelor’s
completions.

= In 2024, Associate degree awards jumped over 12% as statewide 11,665 awards
were reported, however, 2025 resulted in a 4.4% decline in associate degrees.

= The 4-year institutions reported a 3.2% decline in associate degrees, while the 2-
year colleges reported a decline of 5.9%. This contrasts with the considerable
increase at the certificate of proficiency level, indicating a solid move toward
short-term, workforce-related credentials.

= Over 53% of associate degrees awarded in 2025 were in General Ed/Studies.

= Associate degree completions make up 20% of the total credentials awarded
statewide.

» |Institutions reported 16,813 Bachelor's degrees were conferred in 2025, which is
an 8% increase in the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in 2024.

= At the Bachelor’s level, business credentials comprise over 22% of the total,
healthcare at 17%, and education at 7%.

= Bachelor’'s degree completions comprise 30% of the statewide credential total.
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Chart 19-4: Statewide Undergraduate Degree Trends
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Chart 19-5 provides ten-year trends for Masters Degrees and Post-Masters/Specialist
awards.

Masters degree awards remained consistent in 2025 with 6,549 degrees
awarded statewide.

Popular Masters’ program areas include education/teaching which awarded 27%
of the total, business administration and management which awarded 20%, and
computer science which awarded 14% of the total Masters awards in 2025.
Masters awards comprise 12% of the statewide total.

Education/teaching programs represent 95% of the post-masters/specialist
awards.

Post-Masters/Specialist awards comprise slightly over 1% of the statewide total.
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Chart 19-5: Statewide Graduate Degree Trends
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Chart 19-6 provides ten-year trends for the Doctoral Research and Professional
Practice degrees.

Over 39% of all doctoral research credentials are awarded in educational
leadership and administration.

Other popular research program areas include engineering, biology, physical
sciences and computer science.

Doctoral research awards comprise less than 1% of the statewide total.

Professional practice awards increased almost 12% and include those in
medicine, pharmacy, physical and occupational therapy, and law.

An increase in nursing practice awards contributed to the 12% increase in 2025.

20% of all professional practice credentials were law degrees, with the other 80%
being health-care related.

Professional practice awards comprise slightly over 2% of the statewide total.
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The following charts show a 10-year trend for the public 4-year universities. For this
indicates the year with the highest number of
credentials awarded and the light red highlight shows the lowest number of

ten-year period, the

credentials awarded.

UAF reported the highest percentage change when comparing 2025 to 2024 with
an 11.9% increase in the number of credentials awarded.

ASU increased total credentials 8.6% when comparing 2025 to 2024.

Five other 4-year institutions reported positive percent changes, ATU (4.4%),
UCA (2.7%), UALR (3.6%), UAM (6.1%) and UAMS (3.1%).

Four universities reported a decline in the number of credentials awarded.

Four institutions reported their highest-ever credential totals, ASU (6,000), ATU
(5,299), UAF (7,875), and UAMS (1,194).
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Trendline |

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

ASU 3987 4435 4746 4979 4750 5,179 5,113 4,881 5523 6,000 /’w\/
ATU 2,940 2,843 3,185 4040 4072 3675 3923 4066 5074 5299 ,__//_‘\"(—/_‘
HSU 674 722 687 733 786 797 946 940 793 687 /'\/_—/—\
SAUM 873 1587 1517 1240 1314 1284 1339 1953 1883 1,538 M
UCA 2,228 2451 2561 2466 2416 2619 2438 2,398 2,342 2,405 NV
Chart 19-7: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 4-Year

Inst 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Trendline |
UAF 6,149 | 6,068 6,181 6540 6,894 7225 6987 6639 7,037 7875 W
UAFS 1,311 1,349 1645 1610 1,460 1,394 1,409 1934 1922 1,607 M
UALR 2,426 2429 2458 2568 2,397 2391 2279 2,107 2035 2,109 —_'/\\‘/4
UAM 1,012 1,042 1,195 1,322 1,334 1,165 1,158 1,121 1,136 1,205 N
UAMS 985 931 950 891 875 950 946 1,052 1,158 1,194 \"\_/'—/‘
UAPB 457 452 422 462 504 414 398 395 364 335 ’——‘\//\‘-’_\

Chart 19-8: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 4-Year

19-7



Agenda ltem No. 19

October 24, 2025

The following charts show a 10-year trend for the public 2-year colleges. The ASU and
UA System colleges are grouped together, with other colleges grouped alphabetically.
For the ten-year period, the
of credentials awarded and the light red highlight shows the lowest number of
credentials awarded.

indicates the year with the highest number

Five 2-year colleges reported significant increases over 25% in 2025 in the
number of credentials awarded, UACCRM (43.5%), SAC (43.1%), ASUMS
(38.3%), ANC (33.9%), SEAC (27.9%).

Eight 2-year colleges reported their highest-ever credential total in 2025, ASUMS
(621), ASUN (1,691), ASUTR (888), NWACC (2,315), SAC (1,145), SEAC (623),
PCCUA (544), and UACCRM (485).

Seven 2-year colleges reported a decline in the number of credentials awarded
ranging from -4.2% to -16.9%.
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Chart 19-9: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 2-Year
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|Inst 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Trendline |

ASUB 1,774 1610 1453 1618 1,561 1,343 1,039 977 1361 1,379
ASUMH 571 663 599 521 505 566 830 550 662 598
ASUMS 443 556 426 567 479 538 468 442 449 621

ASUN 807 865 1,003 1,116 1,062 1,120 12% 1,212 1587 1,691

ASUTR 635 632 638 643 654 535 537 627 512 588 M _t\_ /

Chart 19-10: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 2-Year

Inst 2016 2017 2018 2018 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Trendline
ANC 397 378 398 456 466 443 540 613 436 584
BRTC 678 751 642 543 772 878 1,889 1,693 1499 1,709
NAC 926 701 643 701 630 557 623 673 873 809
NPC 566 523 713 781 792 785 792 818 892 829

Chart 19-11: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 2-Year

Inst 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Trendline

NWACC 944 1,083 1380 1600 1,749 1929 2,052 2,161 2,087 2,315

0ZC 453 464 474 641 697 625 616 645 598 664
SAC 768 614 606 772 788 772 704 753 800 1,145
SAUT 652 937 761 870 895 650 851 613 498 552
SEAC 512 519 473 399 514 575 503 465 487 623

Chart 19-12: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 2-Year
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The following charts show a 10-year trend for the private/independent institutions. The
indicates the year with the highest number of credentials awarded and
the light red highlight shows the lowest number of credentials awarded.

|In5t 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Trendline |

BHCLR 331 355 372 417 395 335 397 314 316 430 /\/\_/
JSN 25 35 25 20 25 36 37 35 29 m
ABC 106 96 71 41 42 27 35 23 25 22 \_WM
ACHE 38 175 183 165 200 240 /_——\/

cce 9 13 10 12 13 12 17 /\/"”J

Chart 19-13: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — Private

Inst 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Trendline |

CRC 32 23 22 18 32 40 32 29 33 29 \_‘\/\v‘\
EC 27 40 42 48 41 37 49 44 43 37 /MH\
HC 276 318 244 315 278 222 230 221 239 293 W
HU 1,321 1,387 1,328 1,304 1244 1,258 1,163 1,203 1267 1,257 A\\—w
JBU 683 624 588 650 568 546 511 4393 481 488 \\/\—\*__v
LC 115 114 144 124 115 144 140 117 102 65 —Aﬁ\\

Chart 19-14: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — Private

Inst 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Trendline |

OBU 338 | 285 335 337 315 376 356 405 356 442 '\/_\/\N
PSU 131 103 89 81 120 146 169 138 124 50 \\/\\\
8¢ 27 45 30 69 49 39 28 53 36 60 /\/\\/\/.
uo 113 9% 111 148 119 153 192 154 156 180 M_/

WBU 88 103 98 77 79 98 81 134 136 117 /_\__/\/_\
NWTI 142 116 188 122 | 104 104 119 171 129 \/\\ //\

Chart 19-15: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — Private
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